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Objects made from the durable remains of animals are common in the archaeology of Greece, 

yet so often the particularities of the material are ignored or misunderstood. Thousands of 

worked animal objects were dedicated to Greek deities, and some of these objects appear to 

have been valued for their connection to animal bodies. These practices suggest that the origin 

and specific qualities of animal materials were important to people in the past. Biological 

structures recognizable without microscopy have the potential to show how craftspeople 

approached the creation of worked animal objects. For example, the teeth of elephants have 

different layers (e.g., cementum, enamel, and dentine), some of which appear to have been 

targeted, while others were discarded by craftspeople. As a result, scholars should aim to 

recognize morphological characteristics of animal materials to better understand how these 

objects were sourced, created, and understood in the ancient world. 

 

Focusing on worked animal materials excavated from the Greek site of Methone, this talk will 

examine how material-focused analysis provides insight into social practices in the ancient 

Mediterranean. Close analysis of this assemblage revealed that the worked animal materials 

were procured through different means, including long-distance trade, collection on the 

landscape, hunting, and butchery. Moreover, Methone provides some of the best evidence for 

ivory production in Iron Age Greece, although the source of the material remains ambiguous 

owing to the extinction of elephant populations in Southwest Asia. Isotopic analysis of materials 

has the potential to clarify the origin of the ivory found at Methone, an avenue for future 

research which has ramifications for our understanding of extinction and trade in the 

Mediterranean. This talk seeks to explore how researchers can ask better questions by paying 

close attention to worked animal objects, specifically regarding the origins of the materials and 

the role of morphological features in providing insight into how these objects were made and 

used. 


